SPEECH OF H.E, PRESIDENT SUKARNO
AT THE OPENING

OF THE ASIAN-AFRICAN CONFERENCE,
18th, APRIL 1955,

Your Ercellencies, Ladies and Gentlemen,

Sisters and Brothers !

It ie my great honour and privilege on this historic day to bid
you welcome to Indonesin. On behalf of the people and Government of
Indonesia - your hosts - I beg your understanding nnd forebenrance
if some circumstances in our country do not meet your expectation.

We have, I assure you, done our best to make your stay omongst us
memorable for both our guests and your hosts. We hope that the warmth
of our welcome will compensate for whatever material shortecomings
there may be.

As I survey this hall and the distinguished guests gnthered here,
my heart is filled with emotion, Thig is the first intercontinental
conference of coloured peoples in the history of mankind! I am proud
that my country is your host. I am happy that you were able to accept
the invitations extended by the five Sponsering Countries. But also
I cannot restrain feelings of sadness when I reecall the tribulstions
through which many of our peoples have so recently passed, tribula-
tions which have exacted a heavy toll in life, in material things,
and in the things of the spirit.

I recognise that we are gathered here today as a result of
sacrifices. Sacrifices made by our forefathers and by the people of
our own and younger generations. For me, this hall is filled not
only by the leaders of the nontions of Asia and Africa; it also con-
taing within its walls the undying, the indomitable, the invincible
gpirit of those who went before ug. Their struggle and sacrifice
paved the way for this meeting of the highest representatives of in-
dependent and sovereign notions from two of the biggest continents
of the globe.

It is o new departure in the history of the world that lenders
of Asion and African peoples can meet together in their own countries
to discuss and deliberate upon matters of common concern.‘Only a few
decades ngo it was frequently necessary to travel to other countries
and ‘even other continents before the spokesmen of our peoples could
eonfer.,

I recall in this connection the Conference of the "League Against
Imperinlism and Colonianlism" which was held in Brussels almost thirty
years ago. At that Conference many distinguished Delegates who are
present here today met each other and Tound new atrength in their fight
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But that wos a meeting place thousands of miles away, amidst foreign
people, in o foreign country, in a foreign continent. It was not assembled
there by choice, but by necessity.

Today the contrast is great. Our nations and countries are colonies
no. more. Wow we are free, sovereign and'indépenﬂent. We are agoin masters
in our own house., We do not need to go to other continents to confer.

Already there have bheen important mestings of Asian States in Asia
itself.

If we look for the forerunner of this our great gathering, we must
look to Colombo, capital of independent ¢ri Lanka, and to the Conference
of the five Prime Ministers which was held there in 1954. And the Bogor
Conference in December 1954 showed that the road ahead wasclear for
ssinn-African solidarity, and the Conference to which I have the honour
of welcoming you today is the realisation of that solidarity.

Indeed, I om proud that my country is your host.

But my thoughts are not wholly of the honour which is Indonesia's
today. No. My mind is for a part darkened hy other considerations.

You have not gathered together in a world of peace and unity and
co~-operation. Great chasms'yawn between nations and groups of nations.
Our unhappy world is torn and tortured, and the peoples of all countries
walk in fear lost, throush no fault ;% theirs, the dogs of war are
unchained once again.

And if, in spite of all that the peoples may do, this should happen,
what then? What of our newly-recovered independence then? What of our
culture, what of our spiritual heritage, what cof our ancient civilisation?

What of our children and our parents?

The burden of the delegates to this Conference is not a light one,
for I know that these questions - whickh are questions of the life or

death of humanity itself - must be on your minds, as they wish to, avoid
their part in finding solutions to these problems.

For that is part of the duties of independence itself. That is
part of the price we gladly pay for our independence. For many genera~
tiong our peoples have been the voiceless ones in the world. We have
been the unregorded, the peoples for whom decisions were made by
others whose interests were paramount, the peoples who lived in pover-
ty and humiliation. Then our nations demanded, may fought for indepen-
dence, and achieved indecpendence, and with that independence came res-
ponsibility. We have heavy responsibilities to ourselves, and to the
world, and to the yet wnborn generatione. But we do not regfet them.



In 1945, the first year of our naticnal revolution, we of Indone-
nesia were confronted with the auestion of what we were going to do
with or independence when it wos finally attoined and secured - we
never questioned that it would be attained and securec. de knew how
to oppose and destroy. Then we were suddenly confronted with the
necesgity of giving content and meaning to our indevendence. Not ma-
terial content and meaning onlv, but also ethical and moral content,
for independence without ethics and without morality would be indeed
a poor imitation of what we sought. The responsibilities and burdens,
ag part of the ethical ond moral content of indspendence.

Indeed, we wolcome the chaonge which places new burdens upon us,
and we are all resolved to exert all our stren;th and courage in
carrying these burdens.

Sisters and Brothers, how terrificly dynomic is our time:

I recall that, several years ago, I had occasion to make a public
analysis of colonialism, and that I then drew attention to what I
called the "Life-line of imperialism", Thig line runs from the Straits
of Gibraltar, throush the Mediterrancan, the Suez Canal, the Red

Sea, the Indian Ocean; the South Chinn Sea and the Sea of Japan.

For most of that enormous distance, the territories on both sides

of this lifeline were col 'nies, the peoples were unfree, their futures
mortgaged to an alien system. Along that life-line, that main artery
of imperialiem, there wag pumped the life-blood of colonialism.

And today in this hall are gathered together the leaders of
thoge same peoples. They are no longer the victims of coloninlism.
They are no longer the tools of others and the playthings of forces
they cannot influence. Today, you are representatives of free peoples,
peoples of a different stature and standing in the world. ;

Yes, there has indeed been a "Sturm Gber Asien" —:and over Afrieca
too. The last few years have seen enormous changes. Nations, States,
have awoken from a sleep of centuries. The passive peoples have gone,
the otward tronquillity has made place for struigle and activity.
Irresistible forces have swept the two continents. The mental, spiri-
tual and political face of the whole world has been changed, and the
process is still not complete. There are new conditions, new concepts,
new problems, new ideals abroad in the world. Hurricanes of ‘national
awakening and re-awokening have swept over the land, shoking it, chang-
ing i%, changing it for the better.

This twentieth century has been a period of terrific dynamism,
Perhaps the last fifty yvears hove seen more developments and more

material progress than the previous five hundred vears. Man has
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learned to control many of the scourges which once threatened him. He
has learned to consume distance. He has learned to project his voice
and his picture ncross ocenns and continents. He has probed deep into
the secrets of nature and lenrned how to make the desert bloom and the
plants of the earth increanse their bounty. He has learned how to re~
lease the immense Torces looked in the smallest particles of matter,

But has man's politicanl skill marched hand-in- hand with his
technical and scientific skill? Man can chain lightning to his com-
mand -~ can he control the society in which he lives? The ansver is
No! The political skill of man has been far outstripped by his tech-
nical gkill, and what he hag made he cannot be sure of controlling.

The result of thig is fear. And man gasps for safety and morali-
ty . ‘

Perhaps now more than at any other moment in the history of the
world, society, government and stotesmanship need to bhe based upon
the highest code of morality and ethics. And in political terms,
what is the highest code of morality? It is the subordination of
everything to the well~being of mankind., But today we are faced with
o situation where the well-being of mankind is not always the primory
congideration. Many who are in places of high power think, rather,
of controlling the world,

Yes, we are living in a world of fear. The life of man today is
corroded and made bitter by fear. Fear of the future, fear of the
hydrogen bomb, fear of ideologies, Perhaps this fear is a greater
danger than the danger ifself, because it is fear which drives men
to act foolishly, to act thoughtlessly, to act dangerously.

In your deliberations, Sigters and Brothers, I beg of you, do
not be guided by these fears, because fear is an acid which etches
mon's actions into curious patterns. Be guided by hopes and deter-
mination, ke guided by idenls, and, yes, be guided by dreams!

We are of many different nations, we are of many different so=
cial backgrounds and cultural patterns. Our ways of life are diffe-
rent. Our nationnl characters, or colours or motifs ~-.call it what you
will - are different. Our racial stock is different, and even the co-
lour of our skin is different. But what does that matter? Mankind
is united or divided by considerations other than these. Conflict
comes not from variety of skins, nor'from variety of religion, but
Ifrom vuriety of desires.

All of .us, I am certain, are united by more important things
than theose which superficinlly divide us. We are united, for instance,
by o common detestation of colonialiem in whatever form it appears.



“We are united by a common detestation of rncinlism., And we are united
by o common determination to preserve and stabilise peace in the world
Are not these aims mentioned in the letter of invitation to which
you responded?
I freely confess it - in these aims I am not disinterestéed or
driven by purely impersonal motives.
How is it possible to be disinterested about colonialism?
For us, colonialism is not something far and distant. We have known
it in all its ruthlessness. We have seen the immense human wastoge
it causes, the poverty it causes, and the heritoge it leaves behind
when, eventually and reluctantly, it is driven out by the inevitable
march of history. My pebple, and the peoples of many nations of Asia
and Africa know these things, for we have experienced them.

" Indeed, we cannot yet say that all parts of our cohntries are
free nlready. Some parts still labour under the lash. And some
parts of Asin and Africa which are nct reprcsented here still suffer
from the same. condition. »

Yes, some parts of our nations are not yet free. That is why
2ll of us cannot yet feel that journey's end has been reached.

No people can feel themselves free, so lonz as part of their mother-
land is unfree. Like peace, freedom is indivisible. There is no, such
thing as heing half free, as there is no such thing as being half
alive.

We are often told "Colonialism ig dead". Let us not be deceived
or even soothed by that. I say to you, colonialism is not yet dend.
How can we say it i1s dead, so long as vast areas of Asia and Afrien
are unfree. ' , ‘

And, I beg of youw, do not think of ecolonialism only in the
closeic form which we of Indonesia, and our brothers in different
parts of Asia and Africa, know, Coloninlism has also its modern dress,
in the form of economic control, intellectual control, actual physi-
cal control by a small but alien community within a nation. It is o
gkilful and determined enemy, and it appears in mony guises. It does
not give up its loot eansily. Wherever, whenever and however it ap-
pears, colonialiem is an evil thing, and one which must be eradieated
from the earth.

The battle acainst colonialism has been a long one, and do you
know that today is a famous anniversay in that battle? On the eigh-
teenth day of April, one thousand seven hundred nand seventy fiwve,
just one hundred and eighty years ago, Poul Revere rode at midnight

through the New Bnsland countryside, warning of the approach of
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British troops and of the opening of the American War of Independence,
the first successful anti-coloninl war in history. About this mid-
night ride the poet Longsfellow wrote:d

A cry of defiance ané not of fear,

A voice in the darkness, a knock at the door,

And a word that shall echo for evermore......

Yesg, it shall echo for evermore, just as the other anti-colonial
words which gave us comfort and reassurance during the darkest days
of our struggle shall echo for evermore. But remember, that battle
which bezan 180 years ago is not yet completely won, and it will not
have been completely won until we can survey this our own world, and
can say that coloninlism is deacd.

So, I am not Aisinterested when I speak of the fight against
colonialism,

Nor am I disinterested when I speak of the battle for pence.

How can any of us be disinterested about peace .7

Not so very lonk ago we arzued that peace was necessary for us
because an outbreak of Ffighting in our »art of the world would imperil
our vrecious independence, so recently won at such great cost.

Today, the picture is more black. War would not only mean a
threat to our independence, it may meon the end of civilisation and
even of human life. There is a force loose in the world whose poten-
tiality for evil no man truly knows. fven in practice and rehearsal
for war the effects may well be building up into something of unknown
horror. '

Not so long ago it was possible to toke some little comfort from
the idea that the clash, if it come, could perhaps be gettled by

what were called "conventional weaponsg" - bombhsg, tanks, cannon anc

men. Today that little grain of comfort is denied us, for it has
been made clear that the weapons of ultimate horror will certainly
be used, and the military planning of nations is on that basis. The
unconventional has become the conventional, ﬁnd who knows what other
examples of misguided and diabolical gecientific skill have been
discovered as a plogue on humanity.

And do not think that the oceans and the seas will protect us.
The food that we eat, the water that we drink, yes, even the very
air that we breathe can be contaminated by poisons originating from
thousands.of miles away. And it could be that, even if we ourselves
escaped lightly, the unborn generations of our children would bear
on their distorted bodies the marks of our failure to control the
forces which have been release® on the world.
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No tagk is more urgent than of preserving peace. Without peace
our independence means little. The rchopilitations and upbuilding of
our countries will have little meaning. Our revolutions will not be
allowed to run their course.

What can we Ao? The reonles of ‘Asia and Africa wield little phy-
gical power. Even their economic strength is dispersed and slight.

We connot indulge in power politics. Diplomacy for us is not a matter
of the big stick. Our statesmen, by and larse, are not backed up
with serried ranks of jet bombers.

What can we do? We can do much! We can injeet the voice of reason
into world affairs. We can mdébilise all the spirituanl, all the moral,
all the politicnl gtrength of Asin and Africa on the side of.peace.
Yes, we ! We, the peoples of Asia and Africa, 1,400,000,000 strong,

. far more than half the human population of the world, we can mobilise
waat I have called the Moral Viclence of Nations in favour of peace.
We con demongtrate to the minority of the world which lives on the
other continents that we, the majority, are for peace, not for war,
and that whatever strength we have will always be thrown on to the
side of peace,

In this struvsgle, some success has already been sgcored., I think
it is generally recognised that the activity of the Prime Ministers
2% the Spongoring Countries which invited you here had a not unimporta
role to play in ending the fighting in Indo-China.

Lock, the peopies of Agia raiged their woices, and the world
ligtened. It was no small victory and no negligible precedent.

The five Prime Ministers did not make threats. They issued no wltimo-
tum, they mobilised no trobkps. Instead they consulted together, dis-
cugsed the issues; pooled their ideas, added together their indivi-
dual political skills and came forward with sound and reasoned sug-
gestions which formed the basis for asettlement of the long struggle
in Indo-China, -

I have often since then asked mysclf why these five were success~—
ful when others, with long records of diplomacy, were unsuccesful,
and, in fact, had allowed a bad situation to get worde, sc that there
was o danger of the conflict spreading. Was it because they were Asian.
Moy be that is part of the angwer, for the conflasration was on their
doorgtep, and any extension of it would have presented an immediate
threat $o their own houses. But I think that the answer really lies
in whe fact that these five Prime Ministers brought a fresh approach
to bear on the problem. They were not seeking advantage for their

oy counsriés. They had no:axe of power-politics to grind. They had
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but one interest - how to end the fighting in such a way that the
chances of continuing peace and stability were enhanced.

That, my Sisters ond Brothers, was an historic ocension. Some
ccuntries of free Asia gspoke, and tﬁe world listened. They spoke
on o subject of immedinte concern to Asia, and in doing so made it
quite clear that the affairs of Asia are the c-ncern of the Asian
peoples themselves. The days are now long past when the future of
Agia can be settled by other and distant peonles.

However, we cannot, we dare not, confine our interests to the
affairs of our own continents. The States of the world todoy depend
one upon the other and no nation can he an island unto itself.
Splendid igolation may once have been possible; it is so no longer,
The affairs of all the world are our affairs, and our future depends
upon the solutions found to all internatinonal problems, however far
or distant they moy seem.

As I survey this hall, my thoughts go back to another Conference
of Asian peoples. In the heginning of 1949 - historiecnlly speaking
only a moment ago - my country was for the second time since our
Proclamation of Independence engaged in a life and death struggle.
Our nation was besieged and beleaguered, much of our territory oc-
cupied, a great part of our leaders imprisoned or exiled, our exis-
tence ns o State threatened.

Issues were being decided, not in the conference chamber, but
on the battlefield. Our envoys then were rifles, and cannon, and
bombs, and grenades, and bamboo-spears. We mere blockaded, physically
and intellectually.:

It was at thét sad but glorious moment in our national history
that our good neighbour India convened a Conference of Asian and
African Nations in New Delhi, to protest against the injustice com-
mitted ngainst Indonesin and to give support to’our strugsgle. The
intellectual blockade was broken! Our Delegntes flew to New Delhi
and learned at first hand of the massive support which was being given
to our struggle for national existence. Never before in the history of
monkind has such a solidarity of Asian and African peoples been shown
for the rescue of a fellow Asian Nation in danger. The diplomats and
statesmen, the Press and the common men of our Asian and African
neighbours were 0all supporting us. We were éiven fresh courage to
press our struggle onwards to its final successful conclusion. We
again realised to the full the truth of Desmoulin's statement: "Have
no doubt of the omnipotence of a free people."
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Perhaps in some ways the Conference which has assembled here
tcday has some roots in that manifestation of Asian-African solida-
rity six years ago.

However that may be, the fact remaing that everyone of you bears
a heavy reeponsibility, and I pray to God that the responsibility will
be discharged with courage and wisdom.

I pray to God that this Asian-African Conference succeeds in
doing its job.

Ah, Sisters and Brothers, let this Conference be a great success!
In spite of diversity that existe among its participants, - let this
Conference be o great success!

Yes, there is diversity among us, Who denies it? Small and great
nations are represented here, with people professing almost every
religion under the sun, - Budhism, Islam, Christianify, Confucianism,
Hinduism, Jainism, Sikhism, Zoroasthrianism, Shintoism, and other.
Almost every political faith we encounter here - Dgmocracy, Monarchism,
Theocracy, with innumerable variants. And practically every economic
doctrine has its representative in this hall - Marhaeniem, Socialism,
Capitalism, Communism, in all their manifold variations and combina-
tions.

But what harm is in diversity, when there is unity in desire?
This Conference is not to oppose each other, it is a conference of
brotherhood., It is not an Islam-Conference, nor a Christian Conference,
nor a Buddhist Conference. It is not a meeting of Malayans, nor one of
Arabs, nor one of Indo-Aryan stock. It is not an exclusive club either,
not o bloc which seeks to opprose any other bloc. Rather it is a body
of enlightened, tolerant opinion which seeks to impress on the world
that all men and all countries have their place under the sun - to
impregs on the world that it is possible to live together, meet
together, speak to each other, without losing one's individual inden-
tity and yet to contribute to the general understanding of matters
of common concern, and to develop a true consciousness of the inter-
dependence of men and nations for their wellbeing and survival on
earth.

I know that in Asia aond Africa there is greater diversity of
religions, foiths, and beliefs, thon in the other continents of the
world, But that is only natural! Asia and Africa are the classic
birthplaces of faiths and ideas, which have spread all over the world.
Therefore, it hechoves us to take particular care to ensure thot the
principle which is usunlly called the "Live and let live" principle‘—
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mark, I do not say the principle of "Laissez faire, laissez passer"
of Liberalism which is obselete - is first of all applied by us most
completely within our own Asian and African frontiers. Then only can
it be fully extended to our relations with our neighbouring countries,
and to others more distaont.

Religion is of dominating importance particularly in this part
of the world. There are perhaps more religions here than in other
regions of this globe. But, again, our countries were the birthplaces
of religions. Must we be divided by the multiformity of our religious
life? It is true, each religion has its own history, its own indivi-
duality, its own "raison d'étre", its special pride in its own be-
liefs, its own mission, its special truths which it desires to pro-
pagate. But unless we realise that all great religions are one in
their message of tolerance and in their insistence on the observance
of the prineciple of "Live and let live", unless the followers of each
religion are prepared to give the same consideration to the rights
of others everywhere, unless every State does its duty to ensure that
the same rights are given to the followers of all faiths - unless the-
se things are done, religion is debdsed, and its true purpose per-
verted. Unless Asian-African countries realise their responsibilities
in this matter and take steps jointly to fulfill them, the very strengh
of religious beliefs, which should be a source of unity ond a bulwark
agnint foreign interference, will cause its disruption, ond may result
in destroying the hardwon freedom which large parts of Asia :and Africa
have achieved by acting together.

Sisters and Brothers, Indonesia is Asia-Afrieca in small. It is
a country with many religions and many faithes, We have in Indonesia
Moglims, we have Christians, we have Civa-Buddhists, we have peoplés
with other creeds. Moreover, we have many ethnie units, such as
Achenese, Bataks, Central-Sumatrans, Sundanese, Central-Javanese, Ma-
durese, Toradjas, Balinese, etec. But thank God, we have our will to
unity. We have our Pancha Sila. We practise the "Live and let live"
principle, we are tolerant to each other. Bhinneka Tunggal Ika -
Unity in Diversity - is the motto of the Indonesian State. We are one
nation,

So, let this Asian-African Conference be a great success!

Make the "Live and let live" principle and the "Unity in Diversity"
motto the unifying force which brings us 2ll together -*to seek in
friendly, uninhibited discuesion, ways and means by which each of us
can live his own life, and let others live their own livesg, in their
own way, in harmony, and in peace.
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If we succeed in doing so, the effect of it for the freedom,
independence and the welfare of man will be great on the world at
large. The Light of Understonding has again been 1it, the Pillar
of Cooperation again erected. The likelihood of success of this Confe-
rence ig proved alre;dj by the very progence of you all here today.

It is for us to give it strength, to give it the power of inspiration
to spread its message all over the World.

Failure will mean that the Light of Understanding which seemed
to have dawned in the Bast - the Light towords which looked all the
great religions born here in the past - has again been obscured by
an unfriendly cloud before man could benefit from its warm radiance,

But let us be full of hope and full of confidence. We have so
mnuch in common,

Relatively speaking, 'all of us gathered here today are neighbours.
Almogt all of us have ties of common experience, tﬁe'experience of
eolonialism, Many of us have a cowwon religion., Many of us have common
cultural roots. Many of us, the so-called "underdeveloped" nations,
have more or less similar economic problems, so that each can profit
from the others's experience and help. And I think I may say that we
all hold dear the ideals of national independence and freedom. Yes, we
have so much in common., And yet we know so little of each other,

If this Conference succeeds in making the peoples of the BEagt
' whose representatives are gathered here understand each other a 1it-
tle more, appreciate ench other a little more, sympathise with each
other's problems n little more - if those things happen, then this
Conference, of course, will have been worthwhile, whatever else it
may achieve. But I hope that this Conference will give more than un-
derstanding only and goodwill only - I hope that it will falsify
and give the lie to the saying of one diplomat from far abroad:

"We will turn this Asian-African Conference into an afterncon-tea
meeting". I hope that it will give evidence of the fact that we Asian
and African leaders understand that Asia and Africa can prosper only
when they are united, and that even the safety of the World at large
can not be gafeguarded without a united Asin-Africa. I hope that this
Conference will giwve guidance to mankind, will point out to mankind
the way which it must take to attain safety and »eace. I hope that

it will give evidence that Asia and Africa have been reborn, nay,
that o New Asin and a New Africa have been born! _

Our tosgk is first to seek an understanding of each other, and
out of that understanding will come a greater appreciation of each

other, and out of that appreciation will come collective action.
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Bear in mind the words of one of Asia's greatest sons: "To speok is
easy. To act is hard. To understond is hardest. Once one understands,
action is easy".

I have come to the end. Under God, may your deliberations be
" fruitful, and may your wisdom gtrike sparks of light from the hard
flints of today's circumstances.

Let us not be bitter about the past, but let us keep our eyes
firmly on the future. Let us remember that no blessing -of God 1s 80
sweet ae life and liberty. Let us remember that the stature of all
mankind is diminished so long as nations or parts of noations are still
unfree. Let us remember that the highest purpose of man is the libe-
ration of man from his bonds of fear, his bonds of human degradation,
his bonds of poverty - the liberation of man from the physical, spi-
ritunl and intellectunl bonds which have for too long stunted the
development of humanity's majority.

And let us remember, Sisters and Brothers, that for the sake of all

that, we Asians and Africans must be united.

As President of the Republic of Indonesia, and oh behalf of the
eighty million people of Indonesia, I bid you welcome to this country.
I declare the Agian-African Conference opened, and I pray that the
Blessing of God will be upon it, and that its discussions will be pro-
fitable to the peoples of Asia and Africa, and to the peoples of all

nations !

Bigmillah !
!

God speed



